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Question 1
Sing, Unburied, Sing is set in a world haunted by slavery and all the forms of anti-black violence. The events might have taken place in the past but they have a powerful impact on the present. There is a sense of continuity of these traumatic events, which haunts the characters and brings in more violence in their lives. The murder of Given, unjust imprisonment of Richie and Pop and the lynching of Blue instil more violence in the characters, showing the continuity of black violence in America. Pop says, "I washed my hands everyday Jojo. But damn blood ain't never come out" (Ward, 2017). Pop and Richie are sent to a prison farm that's bears a striking resemblance to the plantations of the slavery era. Pop argues, "a lot of folks was in there for stealing food… even though white people couldn't get your work for free, they did everything they could to avoid hiring you and paying for it" (Ward, 2017). When Michael is sent to prison, the plantation has changed but it shows the direct connection between slavery and mass incarnation in the U.S., which is used systematically to exploit the labour of Black people and people of colour. 
Anti-black racism is also evident in subtle ways that don't manifest as direct forms of violence. Big Joseph shows racism cruelty towards Jojo, Leonie and Kayla though his violence isn't physical. The form of violence he shows them affects them as a family and seriously drives them apart. Racism in the story is also subtly implicated by other forms of devastation such as police brutality, drug use, premature death, criminal injustice, illness and poverty. "It's cold. The spring is stubborn; on most days, it won't make the way for warmth. The chill stays like water in a bad-draining tub" (Ward, 2017). Jojo is only twelve but he is aware of racial prejudice and the threat posed by white people to his wellbeing and safety. Leonie adores Michael because he didn't see her skin colour. "He saw past the skin colour of un-milked coffee, eyes black, lips the colour of plums. He saw me" (Ward, 2017). This shows the extent of racism and the impact it has on children, which is meant to imply that racism is not ending anytime soon in this society. Racism has robbed children like Jojo the safety that comes with childhood. 
Question 2
Sing, Unburied, Sing has a lot of death, which shows that death is an inevitable occurrence in human lives and that the people cannot escape from death and the effects of losing a loved one. Some of the dead family members come back as ghosts to either comfort the living or remind them of the violence surrounding their death, like the case of Richie and Pop. The novel seriously rejects the idea of the strict division between the living and the dead. All throughout the story ghosts appear all the time that we might mistake them for them for the living. Richie argues, "How could I know that after I died, Parchman would pull me from the sky" (Ward, 2017)? When Given first appears to Leonie, she dismisses him as a hallucination because she is high. However, it becomes clear that Given exists in an objective way and not in Leonie's consciousness. Despite Given being dead, he is still present in the novel. 
Richie is more present when compared with Given because he has more influence in Jojo. He tells Jojo, "There's so many, so many of us, hitting. The wrong keys. Wandering against. The song. (Ward, 2017)" The novel implies that there is another realm, a home, to which the ghosts are ultimately headed. After Richie's death, the snake-bird wants to take him home, but Richie realises he has unfinished business in the mortal world. The novel also rejects the idea of a linear journey in the world. Mam tells Jojo, "Because we don't walk any straight lines" (Ward, 2017). Richie tells Jojo that he doesn't understand the world yet, and particularly the nature of time. The significance of the ghosts can be seen through the personal relationships they form with the living. They are also painful reminders of the lives of the living and the violence they encountered when alive. Jojo doesn't want Mam to become a ghost. She says, "I couldn't bear her being a ghost. Couldn't take her sitting in the kitchen, invisible" (Ward, 2017). She is afraid of the effect she will get from Mam's ghost. 
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